Trains, Trains, Trains

I love trains. Modern trains or old trains - it does not matter. This is a short description with videos about some modern train systems and a few interesting traditional trains.



Bullet trains

The so-called bullet trains run in many countries. France has the TGV which currently holds the speed record for trains on traditional rails. Germany has the ICE. And most other countries in Europe have similar systems. Here is a map that shows the European high speed train network in 2013. The Eurostar is one of the famous trains connecting Paris with London via the tunnel under the channel.

In Japan, they have the Shinkansen. This and the French TGV were the first bullet trains in the world. China has the world's largest high speed network. The Jinghu Railway connecting Beijing with Shanghai is the fastest connection in that network. Taiwan also has a high speed rail system.

There are studies for high speed trains in other countries. Australia and New Zealand are in a planning stage and attempts were made in the US in Florida and California. The California project is still on the map, but it was watered down and the realization is questionable. Recently, a private company proposed a bullet train connection between Houston and Dallas in Texas. This is in the early stages.

I believe anyhow that the US will not get a high speed rail system unless the federal government finances the infrastructure. A single state implementation will probably always die on the profitability line. The federal government should take the lead like they did in 1956 under President Eisenhower with the Federal Highway Act.



Bullet train videos - Take a ride

	TGV Speed record 

	German ICE 

	Thalys Rotterdam - Antwerp 

	The Japanese Shinkansen 

	Beijing - Shanghai 

	2300 KM in 8 hours 

	Taiwan High Speed Rail 


Maglev trains

Maglev (magnetic levitation) trains were first started in Germany. The Transrapid project started in 1969 with real tests started in 1987. The original idea was to build a big eight thru Germany connecting most of the major cities. But the cost turned out to be prohibitive and with the further development of the ICE bullet train, the justification was not there.

The prime minister of China was so impressed after visiting the Transrapid test facility that he ordered an implementation in China. There is now the High Speed Maglev Rail between the airport and the city of Shanghai. This remains the only commercial Maglev implementation to date.

In Japan a similar project was started in the 70s. But the Japanese system uses a different technical approach for their SCMaglev system. A test train was run at a speed of over 580 km/h which is faster than the Transrapid ever ran.



Maglev Videos

	Maglev explained 

	Transrapid on the test track in Germany 

	Transrapid implementation in Shanghai 

	SCMaglev in Japan - a speed impression 

	SCMaglev - an impressive ride 









Traditional trains

Traditional trains have made a revival in Europe. Especially trains with steam locomotives enjoy a lot of attention by private clubs who run and maintain the gear and sometimes even the infrastructure. Meetings of old locomotives and trains are frequent and are visited by many people.

One European country that has a lot of diverse trains is Switzerland. Although the country is small, it has a lot of different train companies. Famous trains include the Bernina Express and the Glacier Express.

Probably one of the world's most famous trains is the Orient Express. The original route was from Paris to Istanbul. But over the years the route was frequently changed and shortened.

With a length of 9289 KM, the Trans Siberian Railroad is the longest railway line on the globe. It connects Moscow with Vladivostok on the Pacific Ocean and has branches to China and North Korea.
For a good US example we have to go back in History to the 40s and 50s. There we find this impressive Super Chief the flagship of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway. In those days, travel with the railroad was popular in the US. But in the 60s, the planes took over and all that's left is Amtrak. They have still served over 30 Million people in 2014, but that is just a shadow of the heydays of train travel in the US.

My last example of unusual trains is the Quinkhai Tibet Railway. This one is not so interesting for its historic background, but for the unusual technical challenges that the builders were facing.



Traditional Train Videos

	Spring Steam Gala 

	Bernina Express 

	Glacier express 

	Orient Express 

	Trans Siberian Railroad 

	Super Chief 

	Quinkhai Tibet Railway
Closing words

My little list was not meant to cover all the famous and interesting trains in the world. There are a lot more trains that would be worth exploring. Such as:

	The Blue Train in South Africa 

	The Indian Pacific train in Australia 

	The Flying Scotchman in Great Britain 

	The Peruvian Central Railway in Peru 

	The Eastern and Oriental Express from Singapore to Bangkok 

	The Shangri-La Express in China 

	Al-Andalus in Spain 

	The Maharaja's Express and the Place on Wheels in India 

	The Rocky Mountaineer and Canadian in Canada 

This list should give you a start for some more exploration.

